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BOOK REVIEWS 211 

First Course in Algebra. By Albert Harry Wheeler., Teacher of Mathe- 
matics in the English High School, Worcester, Mass. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co., 1907. Pp. 664. $1.15. 

Few teachers will agree with the author that "this book may be used by 
students who have completed a course in arithmetic but who have not previously 
studied algebra," unless the subject is taken late in the high-school course. 

The book covers 664 compactly printed pages the unusual length being due 
partly to the inclusion of a very large number of examples — over 8,000— partly 
to the presence of topics not ordinarily treated in high-school texts, but chiefly 
to a rather elaborate analysis of each topic. Much space is given to definitions, 
including such terms as operand and dimension (literal factor of a term). Six- 
teen pages are devoted to highest common factor and nine pages to an explana- 
tion of long division. A chapter of eighteen pages is devoted to general 
principles governing transformations of algebraic equations before any work 
in the solution of equations is given. The first problem involving the use of 
the equation is solved on p. 177. 

The language is too formal to be easily comprehended by the average pupil 
in the first year of high school; for example: "The resultant effect of several 
combined positive and negative quantities is equal to the numerical difference 
between the total positive and total negative effects, and has the quality or 
nature of the greater total." 

Of the 8,000 problems, 3,000 are for mental (oral?) exercise. There is 
not sufficient variety in the problems to warrant such a large number. A few 
of the problems are drawn from physics and chemistry, illustrating such topics 
as chemical composition, falling bodies, the lever, and Boyle's law. 



First Year in Algebra. By Frederick H. Somerville. New York: Ameri- 
can Book Co., 1905. Pp. 208. 

This little book is intended to serve as an introduction to the study of ele- 
mentary algebra. It includes typical examples, rules, and exercises in the four 
fundamental processes with integral and fractional expressions, and in the 
solution of equations in one and two unknown quantities. Only very easy 
examples are given. With the exception of a few formulas, there are no 
applications of algebra to real problems. The book will be of service to the 
teacher who is training grammar-school pupils to perform simple exercises 
in formal algebraic processes and to solve easy ready-made problems. It will 
give the pupil little ' insight into algebra as an instrument of real service and of 
wider application than arithmetic. 

William E. Stark 

The Ethical Culture School 
New York City 



The Pictorial German Course. By D. J. Rees. Edited by Henry Baumann. 

Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1907. Pp. 145. $0.65. 

This book consists of thirty lessons which are based upon the same number 
of pictures. Each lesson contains a description of a picture, questions based 



